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h=lqe [Π 254]aÄy klisi¿hn

STARTING POINTS:

aÄy ei¹j ãIlion hÅlqe [Ο 550 ]

ei¹s

Prefixed verbs are joined to verb-particle constructions by 
a grammaticalization process.

direction > endpoint > telos (Adverb-to-TAM chain)

Are there any restrictions on telicization?

Argument structure can block telicization in its abstract value, i.e. 
of mere aspectual mark, without any locative meaning.

During this process a shift in the semantic value of particles can 
take place from a locative meaning to an aspectual meaning.



ITALIAN EVIDENCE
particle
status

valency
change

SoA telicization

[mettere la valigia in 
macchina]TEL

[mettere la valigia su]TEL >
[metter(e) su la valigia]TEL

[sullo   scaffale, nel  
ripostiglio]

arg. 3 > 2
acc.

>
acc.

activ.
>

ach.

act.
>

acc.

ach.
>

ach.

-

[volare]ATEL

[volar(e) via]TEL

adj. 1 = 1 +

[lavare le macchie]ATEL

[[lavar(e) via] le macchie]TEL

adj. 2=2 +

[entrare]TEL

[entrar(e) dentro]TEL

adj. 1=1 -



ANCIENT GREEK EVIDENCE

bh= d' aÃr' oÃneiroj e)peiì to\n mu=qon aÃkouse: [Β 16] ‘to go’

bh= de\ kat' Ou)lu/mpoio karh/nwn a)i¿+casa [α 102] ‘to go down from’

katabh/seo di¿frou [Ε 109] ‘to go down from’

xru/sea de/ sf' u(po\ ku/kla e(ka/st% puqme/ni qh=ken [S 375]

‘to set under’

soiì d' au)t%½ pukinw½j u(poqh/somai, aiã ke pi¿qhai: [a 279]

‘to give wise counsel’



LATIN EVIDENCE

allative prefixes > ingressive aspect (ad- in-)

ablative prefixes

perlative prefixes

>

>

egressive aspect

progressive aspect

(ab- ex-)

(per- pro-)

ex- + eo >   exeo ‘to go away’

+ iacio >   eicio ‘to throw out’

+ molior >  emolior ‘to accomplish’

insanum magnum molior negotium, 

metuoque ut hodie possiem emolirier. [Pl., Bacch. 761-762]



CONCLUSIONS

If the particle is an argument of the verb, when a complex verb
has developed, a particle incorporation can take place; this is in 
principle a form of composition (cf. ei)sh=lqe, mettere su, exeo).

Naturally, telicization does not occur whatsoever if the ‘verb root’
is already telic (cf. e.g. entrare).

When a derivation rule applies, prefixes can definitively acquire 
aspectual values, in particular telicization (cf. ex- in emolior).

When composition takes place, compound verbs may undergo a 
semantic drift (cf. u(poqh/somai ‘to give wise counsel’).

Such an argument incorporation appears to block telicization in 
its abstract value missing the locative meaning (cf. mettere su vs. 
volare via, lavare via).
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